Background: In South Korea, major health care problems have been occurred under the structural background that medical services are mainly provided by private medical institutions. Primary health care, which is very crucial in public health, has been overlooked, and is disorganized and fragmented. In the mean time, health cooperative movement was initiated by local residents and medical doctors to overcome health care problems in 1987. We conducted this study to evaluate the role of health cooperative clinics and obtain lessons for the future primary care policy.

